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March 26, 2007

Town of Hyde Park Recreation Commission
Attn: Kathleen Davis, Director
P.O. Box 311
4383 Albany Post Rd
Hyde Park, NY 12538
Re:

Revised Updated Hackett Hill Park Master Plan
Town of Hyde Park, New York
Job # 10617.0

Attach: Appendix I- Executive Summary, May 12, 2003
Appendix II - Hackett Hill Park Site Plan Core Development, 2002
Dear Ms Davis:
The Chazen Companies (TCC) is pleased to provide you with this updated
Executive Summary for the Hackett Hill Park Master Plan. It is intended as a
supplement to the updated Master Plan itself, which was submitted to the Town on
February 21, 2007. The original Executive Summary, dated May 12, 2003, is
included here as Appendix I, along with the 2002 master plan drawing, titled
Hackett Hill Park Site Plan Core Development, Appendix II.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Hackett Hill Park in Hyde Park, New York is a community facility that
combines natural surroundings and wooded trails with facilities for active
recreation. The original master plan for the park, completed in 2002, was based
upon review of prior research, planning documents, and other materials, along with
information gathered from workshop sessions of the Hyde Park Recreation
Commission. Out of those workshop discussions, a number of programming
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priorities were agreed to for the Park. The final master plan approach was
developed out of a conceptual design process that focused on park elements to meet
those priorities.
The 2002 plan incorporated the following new facilities for future park
development: a recreation center building; a new pool with lockers and showers; a
park maintenance facility; additional site parking with a drop-off area, bus
turnaround and overflow parking; a detention basin area that could be flooded for
winter skating; and designation of the central green “bowl” area for community
gatherings and the future location of an upgraded sanitary disposal system.
More recently, the Recreation Commission has been supportive of community
interest in a skateboard facility, and Hackett Hill Park was determined to be the
best location. Early in 2006, TCC was approached to update the park master plan
to accommodate such a facility. This also provided an opportunity to include the
recently built Tegtmeier Memorial on the plan, and a few additional items. The
Recreation Commission further decided to eliminate the proposed detention
pond/skating area due to space limitations.
It was determined that the Hyde Park Town Engineer, Morris Engineers,
would perform the site assessments, SEQR review, site planning for utilities and
related studies to assist the siting of the skateboard facility, including additional
survey mapping. That work was completed in December 2006, at which point the
final scope for the updated Master Plan was defined, including two phases for
development of water and wastewater facilities.
The final Updated Hackett Hill Master Plan shows the following additions and
modifications:
•

Plan views of the park at both 40-scale and-100 scale. The 100-scale
view depicts the entire park boundary, the outer trails, historic Fredonia
Lane, and Group Campfire areas, as well as major park features. The
trail routes have been located with the help of a National Park Service
map provided by the Recreation Commission.
The 40-scale view identifies all existing and proposed park buildings and
facilities.

•

Location of the skateboard facility in the existing park meadow. The
concept design proposes a 7,500 square foot custom designed concrete
facility. It will incorporate street terrain such as stairs, handrails and
ledges (60%) and transition (bowl) terrain with quarter pipes, pyramids
and banks (40%).
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The updated Master Plan depicts a bermed area for spectators that could
be used to accommodate a bleacher system at a later date. An existing
storage shed is shown as relocated to the entrance of the skateboard
facility.
Pedestrian walkways have been redesigned for access to the skateboard
area.
•

The Tegtmeier Memorial is now depicted on the Master Plan.

•

New topographical information for the parking area suggests that the
existing terrain requires a different design approach from what was
depicted on the 2002 plan. The updated Master Plan now shows a
concept level layout that preserves central rock outcroppings and allows
for three parking levels that follow the topography. By increasing the
number of spaces on the north side of the lot, away from the view from
East Market Street, this design approach provides for 70 parking spaces
compared to 72 in the 2002 plan. This design is conceptual only; sitespecific design was outside of the scope of this work.

•

The proposed Park Maintenance Facility, located at the east end of the
parking lot, is now identified as a Proposed Maintenance/Waste Water
Treatment Facility, with the waste water facility to be implemented in
Phase II of the Master Plan implementation.

•

The proposed Community Center site, to the front left of the park
entrance road, is now identified as a Phase II improvement.
In Phase I, that area will be the site of the relocated subsurface disposal
field (SDS), currently located in the park meadow. The system will
consist of a concrete septic tank, duplex pump station and 275 lineal feet
of Contech Quick 4 Infiltrator units in a subsurface disposal field. The
SDS work will take place prior to construction of the skateboard facility
in the meadow.
Phase II calls for abandonment of the subsurface disposal field, and
construction of the Community Center, as well as the waste water
facility.

•

The proposed Swimming Pool has been enlarged from a 6-lane, 45’ x 75’
pool, to become an 8-lane, 20m x 25m pool. A lifeguard office is now
shown in the proposed shower and pump house building.
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•

The proposed detention basin and winter skating pond has been
eliminated due to space limitations.

After your review of the draft updated Master Plan, TCC revised, rendered,
and scanned the final version. We have provided it in full-scale and half-scale color
and black and white copies, as well as in digital format so that the Town can
continue to use it in publications and meetings.
We hope that this Updated Hackett Hill Park Master Plan will serve the Town
well, and we would look forward to working with the Recreation Commission and
the Town Board again in the future. Thank you for the opportunity for this work.
If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call me at (845)
454-3980
Sincerely,

Ellen Jouret-Epstein
Landscape Architect

cc: Pompey Delafield, Supervisor
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